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our own generation. The classical education, which is
the staple production of our public schools, is in a certain
sense the accident of an accident. It happened that in
the beginning of the sixteenth century the education of
Catholic Europe was strongly humanistic ; it happened
that the breach of the great schism gave the Reformers a
strong inducement to imitate the culture of their Catholic
rivals. But a great opportunity was lost. Had the
realistic education of Ratich arid Comemus be«n preached
a little .earlier, or had Protestant nations welcomed it with
greater unanimity, the new religion might have framed
for itself a new course of instruction, which, leading to
far richer results than can be obtained by the study of
language, would have advanced by a hundred years the
intelligence of modern Europe.
Still the Reformation did much, for Luther, the
founder of the new Church, looked to national education
as the best bulwark and defence of the edifice he had
reared. He was, perhaps, the first to conceive the idea
of a really universal education. His address to thecntmi-
cipal authorities of all the towns in Germany in ^534 is a
manifesto to the German people «imilar to that by which
Fichte in 1813 called upon his countrymen to seek in
self-culture the truest foundations of national life and
strength. He founded religion on the life of the family,
and made his own family a model for others to imitate.
The duty of the family was to educate first in religion,
then in the refinements of worldly learning. But the
teaching of Luther would not have commended itself to
the cultivated spirits of the time if he had not possessed
a coadjutor of a different type, who justly earned the title
of praceptor Germanic, Philip Schwarzerde or Melanch-
thon. Both as a writer of school-books and as a practical
teacher, he succeeded in giving form to the new learning.

